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Abstract

The gap between research and practice in the field of SLA is an issue of debate in the
literature. Researchers and the practitioners are concerned in their paradigm. In this paper,
firstly, the gap between research and practice has been discussed; what is the gap all about?
Secondly, the reasons for emerging such gap between research and practice were examined;
why the gap is? Lastly, some probable solutions have been discussed to bridge the gap
between research and practice; how to bridge the gap?
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INTRODUCTION

The existing gap between research and practice in the field of Second Language
Acquisition (SLA) is widely discussed and acknowledged in the literature (Anwaruddin
& Pervin, 2015; Light & Gnida, 2012; Erlam, 2008; Ellis, 2010, 2008; Stewart, 2006;
Spolsky 1990; Tabatabaei & Nazem, 2013). Second language acquisition (SLA), at
present, is the widely taught subject in the graduate and post graduate program around
the world as a full pledge subject and research paradigm (Ellis, 2010). Numeral
conferences and journals have given an entire platform to SLA been flourishing as a
discipline of research. SLA as a discipline represents an important ground in the non-
native tertiary level educational institutions, where Teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages (TESOL), English Language Teaching (ELT) or applied linguistics is
taught. However, pointing out the significance of the mismatch between rescarch and
practice, Stewart (2006) documents that the split between research and practice has
been the key issue to focus in TESOL for last one decade.

Alongside the theoretical foundation, the pedagogical aspect of SLA in language
teaching is the determining factor of its high evaluation as a discipline. By profession,
researchers have a traditional concern to consider, not just the explanatory power of
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